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Map of the Visayas, Philippines

3. Sumilon island.: this is a marine
sanctuary. Slope to 35m, then sand. Hard corals,
many coralfish. Small caverns, sometimes sharks.
On full moon and new moon strong currents.

Pescador Island: this is a marine sanctuary.
Steep wall with a cave (Cathedral). Large sponges,
soft corals, black corals, gorgonians. Good place
to see sharks, if you go on a early morning dive.

Sunken Island: this is a underwater plateau
that starts at 24m and slopes down to 40m.
Large schools of jacks or other big fish,
sometimes sharks and big tunas. Current often
strong.

4. Sibulan area (Negros) and south Cebu
(Sumilon island)

5.Dauin lies about 30 min. by car south of
Dumaguete. This is a place I love to go because
of all the rare und unusual animals that can be
found. Other dive areas for the divers who like to
go critter hunting: Secret Bay in Bali, Lembeh
strait in Sulawesi, Indonesia and Cabilao in
Bohol, Philippines.

NEGROS

6. Apo island lies in the southeast part of
Negros, 30 min. by boat from Dauin (Sea
Explorers)

<;:5 SIQUIJOR

7. Siquijor is a small island belonging to the Visayas. There are quite a lot of dive sites around the
island. Diving here is not so difficult except for some Sites in the south who have currents sometimes.

°6

8. Cabilao Island Cabilao lies in the Cebu Straits, There are two resorts at Cabilao, but only one,
La estrella is nice. There are two dive operators on the island: Sea Explorers and Polaris.-Many dive
operators from Alona beach and from Cebu make day trips to Cabilao (2 hrs. by boat from Alona).
Though if you want to see special animals like pegasus, seahorses or stargazers you have to stay on the
island and make a night dive.

9. Panglao Island Bohol can be reached by daily ferry from Cebu and Negros. Panglao lies to the
southern part of Bohol. Alona beach can be reached in about 40 min. by car or taxi from the main city
Tagbilaran.

Balicasag Island Balicasag lies to the south of Panglao, 30-min. by boat from: Alona beach. There are
several very nice dive sites around theis small island:]

Cabilao Island Cabilao lies in the Cebu Straits. There are two resorts at Cabilao, but only one, La
estrella is nice. There are two dive operators on the island: Sea Explorers and Polaris. Many dive
operators. from Alona beach and from Cebu make day trips:to Cabilao (2 hrs. by boat from Alona):
Though if you want to see special animals like pegasus, seahorses or stargazers you have to stay on the
island and make a night dive.
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EL DORADO HOUSEREEF

The house reef is located just in front of the resort, ideal for shore dives. The sandy
bottom slopes down from one to twenty meters with many different coral blocks,
sponges and sea anemones. There is a large variety of rare species on the reef. An
ideal place for training, excellent fun for night-dives and macro photography.

MASAPLOD

A beautiful marine sanctuary which can be reached by our boat in ten minutes. You
can see big fish schools, huge snappers and sweetlips, stingrays and different kind of
scorpionfishes. Usually you will also meet a huge turtle.

PIER

You can reach this very special divesite in 10 minutes by boat. There you can see
seahorses, big schools of batfishes, ghost pipe fishes and a huge variety of corals and
sponges. The dive spot is fantastic for macro photographers.

DAUIN

Just around the corner we have a spot for something special! Seahorses, ghost pipe
fishes, frog fishes, different kind of lion and scorpion fishes and nudibranches are very
common. And the place we call eel garden is also unique. Excellent place for training
and night dives.

APO ISLAND

We can reach this highlight of the Visayas in half an hour by boat. Spectacular and
colorful drift dives with big fish schools, turtles, sea snakes and barracudas. Beautiful
coral gardens with a large variety of coral fishes. We are sure that one of the ten first
class dive spot will soon become your favorite.

CLOWN FISH CITY

The famous Clown Fish City is located in the Sanctuary of Apo Island. In the shallow
part of this divesite there are some coral blocks covered with sea anemones and
hundreds of clown fishes. If you are lucky you will meet also Napoleon fishes and a
school of jack fishes.

Malapascua Is.
Cebu “

Puerto Galera
Mindoro

Moalboal, Cebu

Dumaguete
Negros Oriental

Siquijor

Alona Beach
Bohol

Cabilao Island
Baohol




Dive Sites around Dumaguete

EL DORADO HOUSEREEF

The house reef is located just in front of the resort, ideal for
shore dives. The sandy bottom slopes down from one to twenty
meters with many different coral blocks, sponges and sea
anemones. There is a large variety of rare species on the reef.
An ideal place for training, excellent fun for night-dives and
macro photography.

MASAPLOD
A beautiful marine sanctuary which can be reached by our boat in
® ten minutes. You can see big fish schools, huge snappers and

PIER

You can reach this very special divesite in: 10 minutes by boat. There you can see
seahorses, big schools of batfishes, ghost pipe fishes and a huge variety of corals and
sponges. The dive spot is fantastic for macro photographers.

DAUIN

Just around the:corner we have a spot for something special! Seahorses, ghost pipe
fishes, frog fishes, different kind of lion and scorpion fishes and nudibranches are very

§ common. And the place we call eel garden is also unique. Excellent place for training and
night dives.

APO ISLAND

We can reach this highlight of the Visayas in half an hour by boat.
Spectacular and colorful drift dives with big fish schools, turtles, sea
snakes and barracudas. Beautiful coral gardens with a large variety of
coral fishes. We are sure that one of the ten first class dive spot will soon
become your favorite.

CLOWN FISH CITY
The famous Clown Fish City is located in the Sanctuary of Apo Island. In the shallow
<1 part of this divesite there are some coral blocks covered with sea anemones and hundreds

My of clown fishes. If you are lucky you will meet also Napoleon fishes and a school of jack
~ fishes.

These are only some of the most important divesites - there are many more very interesting divespots
around Dumaguete. Come and see for yourself!

Sightseeing around Dumaguete

* Visit the Wednesday Market in Malatapay.
* Have a bath under the very big Casaroro Fall in Valencia.
* Go hiking to the Twin Lakes 25km West of Dumaguete.

* Try the Whale Watching Tour in

e o A
* Enjoy the Nightlife in Dumaguete.

http:/ /www.seasky.info
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Sibulan area (Negros) and South Cebu (Sumilon island)

1. Polo I and II: there are 2
underwater mounts, starting at Sm to
30m. Nice cover with hard and soft
corals, gorgonians, tablecorals.
Visibility sometimes not so good
because of plankton. But then you
usually see some large schools of fish.

2. Broccoli Reef: this is a sandy /
rocky area with coral blocks and many
soft corals (Dendronephthya, they look
like broccoli). Many featherstars,
snakes, mantis shrimp.

3. Sibulan house reef: It lies just
outside Dive Sibulan. Sandy area with
seagrass and coral blocksand a slope
down to 20m. This place is not so
special during the day, but an amazing
place for night dives. I did one every other night, after we had found everything there,
from groups of squids to giant slugs (Spanish dancer and Pleurobranchus), baskets
stars, brittle stars beautiful kaurishells, spider crabs and many hermit crabs with
their shells overgrown with anemones.

4. Calong I to IIT: this is a reef with sandy area. Large gorgonians, sponges, soft

corals, rays, pufferfish, coralfish. A 2/ H m ﬁ
\ h

Apo and Dauin, Negros, Philippines

http //www seasky info

5. Coconut plant Jetty: This dive site is muck-diving pure. Under the jetty of the
large coconut processing plant you will find nudibranchs a plenty, rare scorpionfish
and if lucky a frogfish, but also quite a lot of garbage. You can only dive here, if they
are not loading any container ships.

6. House reef El Dorado: this is a small but exquisite reef, right in front of E1 Dorado
Resort. It slopes down to 20m, sandy bottom (black sand). Several coral blocks, large
sponges. Small things (nudibranchs, pipefish, frogfish etc.). Excellent for nightdiving.
One of my favorite dive sites and one of the best places for a night dive, that I know! I
did one of my 90-minute-dives on this small reef and I could have stayed longer easily,
but I was on my third lamp and no photos left. It is all black sand with some
coralblocks; a large staghorncoral field and a seagras area. They put some tires down -
something I usually don't like so much - but I found some amazing animals hidden
there. On one nightdive I found ten frogfish , most of them coinbearing frogfish (A.
nummifer) and two Clown frogfish (A. maculatus) and one painted frogfish (A. pictus).
But also huge nudibranchs like Pleurobranchus, crabs, shrimps, lobsters, cuttlefish
and much more.

7. Dauin sandy area: This is a great place to do so called muck diving. That's
searching for the rare and unusual critters that live hidden and well camouflaged.
This dive site consists of a slight slope (to 27 meters) and a sandy area with seagras.



This divespot doesn't look like a lot. Actually on the sandy part there is even some
garbage lying around. If you dive here a lot, you realize what a special place this is. I
don't know, why seahorses love it here, but we always found some, yellowish and
brown, hanging on to a branch of seagrass or sponge. In spring 2000 we found at one
place seven harlekin ghostpipefish living in a featherstar and some corals. There were
seagrass ghostpipefish in different shapes, flamboyant cuttlefish, pegasus fish,
sandeels, waspfish, stonefish and a special lionfish as well as and some white
anemone pipefish (they live in
mushroomcorals).

7a. Dauin sanctuary:The reef next to
Dauin was declared a sanctuary in the
year 2000. It consists of 4 smaller reefs
divided by sandy channels. Very nice
corals, schools of yellow tail barracudas,
a small group of bumphead parrotfish,
garden eels etc.

8. Masaplot:this is a marine sanctuary.
Slight slope down to 20m. I like this dive
site very much. Go there with a small
group and take your time. There is
always a large school of mackerels and
snappers there. These two school hover
over the reef, move, circle and mix with
each other. Beautiful! Last time [ was
there we saw a small bamboo shark hiding under some corals and a huge turtle. Then
there are a lot of small critters around. We found leaffish, nudibranchs, blennies,
gobies, flatworms and much more. A special find was a beautifully spotted leopard
blenny.

Apo Island

9. Coconut point: this is a usually a deep dive, the slope is very steep wall and goes
down to 60m or more.This is quite a challenging dive site. Sometimes there are strong
currents, some of them tend to be down-currents, so be careful. At this dive site you
can see schools of mackerels (some large like the Spanish mackerel), jackfish,
barracudas and if you are lucky sharks. The corals are very nice also, mostly
tubecorals.

10. Marine Sanctuary: This is a shallow dive (max. 25m). The flatwater area is a field
of corals with small fish. We did a long dive at this place, starting on the wall and
ending at the flat part of the reef at the anemone boulders. On the wall I found a black
giant frogfish on a coralhead - Jesse the diveguide said, it was the first frogfish he had
seen in this area (for frogfish there are some in other dive sites on the coast). The reef
flat is very nice, go and have a look at the three boulders ( at 5 meters) with all the
anemones and clown fish on them - just amazing.

11. Mansa point: Deep dive on a slope. Currents. This is a place for mantas, eagle
rays and sharks. Jackfish, tuna and barracuda schools can be seen up close.




Masaplod Marine Sanctuary - 4 —20 meters sandy bottom with scattered coral
heads. Large friendly snappers, barracuda, schooling jacks, stingrays, sweet lips, eels
damsel & seargent. majors.

APO ISLAND

1) CHAPEL - nice and easy with a good wall to 40 meters & large cave at 20 meters.
White sandy bottom with coral heads.

2) COGON - drift dive 15-25 meters. Schooling jackfish are usually seen. Don’t
forget your wide-angle lens.

3) ROCK POINT - situated the southern end of the island. It is exposed to strong
currents on the east & west side. Good place to watch for large bumpheads,
mantaray, sharks, turtles, and giant nudibranch. Wall on either side drops to 50
meters and dive is 15-25 meters.

4) COCONUT - “washing machine” currents make this dive unforgettable for the
advanced diver. Depths are 15-20 meters. Watch for turtles, sharks & barracuda.

5) SANCTUARY - probably the most famous of Apo dive sites, sanctuary is'a marine
preserve. If you want to see clown fish this is the place! Good wall and spectacular
corals. Also a great place for snorkeling.
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1. The entire marine habitat around Apo
Island, from the high tide mark to a distance
of 500 m off shore 1s protected from all
fishing methods or other uses destructive to
the coral reef habitat. These fishing methods
include:

« dynamite fishing;

«  "muro-ami" type of fishing or related
methods using weighted scare lines or
poles;

« spearfishing using SCUBA;

« cyanide or other strong poisons; and

« very small mesh gill nets.

2. A coral reef "fish sanctuary" and breeding
area 1s located on the southeast corner of the
1sland extending from the southern tip of the
1sland to the middle of the southeast beach.
The following rules apply:

« 1o fishing or collecting 1s permitted;

« anchoring of large motorized boats 1s
not permitted without an anchor
buoy; and

» breeding stock for giant 77zdacna
clams placed 1n the area are strictly
protected from collection.

3. The marine habitat outside of the "fish sanctuary" but within the marine reserve 1s called a traditional fishing
area where all destructive fishing methods and uses are prohibited but where the following traditional fishing
methods are permitted:

hook and line;

bamboo traps;

aill nets;

spearfishing without SCUBA;
other types of nettingl and
traditional gleaning.

http /] [www. seasky 1nfo

4. The rationale supporting the marine reserve and fish sanctuary as outlined 1s that:

the coral reef serves as habitat for fish and once physically disturbed it supports fewer and fewer fish;
a "fish sanctuary' 1s necessary to allow coral reef fish to breed and grow to maturity without fishing;
this allows reproduction rates to increase and increased numbers. of larvae, juveniles and mature fish to
circulate around the i1slands 1nto traditional fishing areas which increases potential fish catch to local

fishermen;

a "fish sanctuary" where increased numbers of tame fish reside attracts SCUBA diving and snorkeling
tourists to Apo; they often donate a small fee to the barangay for being allowed to visit the area;

the entire marine habitat surrounding Apo 18 declared a marine reserve to help prevent illegal and
destructive fishing activities done by outsiders to Apo; and

the area on the southeast corner was chosen as a "fish sanctuary" because this topographically diverse
dropoftf and rich coral habitat provides a good breeding ground for fishes and insures breeding and

protection for a sufficient numbers of species.
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RELIGIOUS ATTRACTIONS

1. BAN BAN CHURCH - located about half way between Larena and Siquijor on the
national Highway Banban Church built in the late 1800"s Ban ban, Siquijor.

2. SAN ISIDRO LABRADOR CHURCH - Spanish built San Isidro Labrador Church
(completed in 1884) in Lazi, Siquijor Island, Lazi is located about 30 minuets from
Siquijor Town.

3. LAZI CONVENT - the oldest and the biggest in the Philippines, this convent is
located in Lazi, Siquijor Island, completed in 1891

4. ST FRANCIS OF AN ASSISI CHURCH - St Francis of an Assisi Church in Siquijor
Town said to be the oldest Spanish-built church in the Philippines (1794)

MAN MADE
1. Bandilaan Butterfly Open Range & Breeding Farm (internationally recognized) is

located near Camp Bandilaan Nature Park. A total of 103 species of butterflies swarm
within the sanctuary, which has hundreds and thousands of butterfly food plants.
This is a joint undertaking of DOST, DENR, Provincial Government and Pro. Julian
Jumalon and Family. This was purposely done to enhance the flora and fauna within
the area, a contribution to the restoration of ecological balance. This showcase of
scientific'and educational endeavors to educate the visitors to the wonder and beauty
of nature:

SPECIAL INTEREST

i.

ii.

Diving
1. Daquit Diving Shoal Enrique Villanueva - Tulapos Fish Sanctuary is located
within Enrique Villanueva. The marine habitat is now fully grown and

developed: It:is'ideal to scuba diving :and snorkeling where divers can take a

look the different species of fish, corals; clams; and other underwater living

animals and plants.

Paliton Beach Half way between San Juan and Siquijor Town Great diving.

Tongo Pt. Sunken Island

MASAPLOD NORTE: is a very beautiful marine sanctuary, which can be

reached by our speedboat in only forty minutes. Big fish schools, big'snappers

and sweetlips, stingray, different kind of scorpion fishes, sometimes turtles.

S APO ISLAND: One of the few areas in the Philippines declared a marine
sanctuary. Intact coral garden and plentiful reef fish-can be expected. We can
reach this highlight of the Visayas in about'an hour by speed boat. This is the
marine sanctuary with the famous Clownfish-City and the jack-school.
Spectacular and colorful drift dives with big fish'schools, sometimes sharks,
manta rays and barracudas. Beautiful coral gardens with a large variety of
coral fishes. We are sure that this magnificent dive site will soon become your
favorite.

6. SUMILON ISLAND: One of the favorite among recreational divers in the
Philippines. The large and intact corals make for a perfect backdrop for the
serious underwater photographer. Reef fish are abundant. Slopes down to 35
m. Drift-diving sometimes with sharks, jack-school, different corals and
sponges. Large schools of barracudas can sometime be seen. During full and
new moon there are very strong currents. Wall-diving with small caves, black
corals, gorgonias and beautiful coral garden.

AN

Mountain Climbing

1. Bulalakaw Forest Reservation in San Juan is located a top an almost cone
like hill within the boundaries of Barangays Catulayan, Napo and Tag-ibo. It
is one of the islands remaining virgin forests with caves and small springs. It
is the habitat of several endangered plants and animal species.

2. The Bandilaan Natural Park is located at the center of the island Province of
Siquijor. It has an average elevation of 300 meters above sea level with the
highest peak reaching 557m. The site is traversed by a provincial road that
connects all the six municipalities. It is approximately twenty-five kilometers
through the municipality of Siquijor from Larena, which is the main port of
entry to the island. The major means of transportation in reaching this area
id the motorcycles locally called the "habal-habal". However, public utility
vehicles can be arranged for. The great attraction of Bandilaan Natural Park
is the beauty of its natural setting. It has the most diverse of flora and fauna

)-
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with an ambiance similar to Baguio and Tagaytay.

FESTIVALS

1. ARAW NG SIQUIJOR, September 17, Siquijor. The mystical province of Siquijor
celebrates its charter day by holding of special events that include a parade, trade
fair, sports competition, cultural shows, a beauty pageant, and the "Solili" street
dance pageant which dramatizes the marriage ritual of the native Siquijodnons.
Siquijor Fiesta October 04 (St Francis de Assisi) established in 1794
Larena Fiesta May 03 (San Vicente Ferrer) established in 1836
Lazi Fiesta May 15 (Saint Isidore Labrador) established in 1857
Maria Fiesta May 24 (Virgin of Assumption) established in 1877
San Juan fiesta August 28 (St Augustine) established in 1865

Dive Sites around Siquijor

kLN

HOUSEREEF

It is just in front of the Dive Center. It gently slopes from 1 to 2 meters
with seagrass and coral blocks then at 12 meters it has a steeper slope
with white sand to 35 meters to a large coral block. There you will see
lionfish, blue spotted rays, cuttle fish maybe a few harlekin ghost
pipefish. An excellent location for scuba diving and open water training
in sandy areas.

SANCTUARY

It is just to the east side of the dive center. There, its like large
volcanic rock fingers reaching out from the shore. You always want
to know what is around the next corner. There you can see a large
school of small barracuda, lionfish, nudi -branches of many colors,
razor fish, clown fish, groupers, and sometimes a sea turtle. All this
from '12m to 24m.

LALA-O, SUNKEN ISLAND

This is not even on the charts but you will see lots of fish there. It's 10 'min. west
of the dive center and it starts at 11 meters and slopes seaward to 16 meters. The
depth is beyond 40 meters but if planned well you can make two spirals around it
and see everything there.-You can see big schools unicorn fish, hunting tunas in
the middle:of clouds of anchovies, sometimes large barracudas; rays; sea snakes
and turtles.

PALITON CAVE

The wall starts at 7 meters and drops down to 35 meters were you
will find a cave. Sometimes you will see groupers and copper
sweepers there. Along the wall there are eels, nudi branches, lion
fish, sea snakes and scorpion fish. Sometimes at the top of the wall
you may see large barracudas.

PALITON WALL

On the far west end of Paliton is a spectacular wall of nudi branches, flatworms,
eels, scorpion fish, lionfish and large fan corals. You can dive between 20 to 30
meters here and see everything above and below you. Quite often you can find
ribbon eels.

BBl
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Sightseeing on Siquijor

e Visit the old St. Isidore Parish Church built 1884 in Lazi.
e Have a shower under the Po-ol Waterfall close to Lazi.
* Go caving in the impressive dripstone cave in Cantabon.

* Go shopping at the market of Siquijor Siquijor.

http://www seasky 1nfo

Dive sites in Siquijor

Paliton: Flat water area (4 to 6m), then wall. In the flat water there are nice hard corals and
ribbon eels.

Sanctuary: This
marine sanctuary
has very nice hard
and soft corals but
not so many fish.

Lala-o Sunken
island: 10 min boat
ride west of Coco
Grove resort. An
underwater island
that slopes down
from 10 to 40m.
Schools of fish,
sometimes manta,
sea snakes and
turtles.

Shipwreck: Slope.
The wreck of a
Japanese landing
craft lies at 25 to 35
meters. It is covered
with corals and many lionfish live here. Moray eels and frogfish can be discovered.

Salagdoong: a gradual slope from large semi-submerged rocks; that gets steeper :around 20m.
It has good coral cover with a variety of cabbage, pipe, staghorn and other hard corals, lots of
tunicates, soft corals, crinoids, some blue spotted rays, morays and turtles.

Candapino Point: coral gardens from 7 to 18m with sandy patches. Sometimes a large school
of batfish, jacks, rainbow runners, sweetlips and lots of anthias.

Tambisan: is a nice dive with schools of smaller fish, some large gorgonians clinging to the
wall, colonies of green tubastrea, black corals and hundreds of invertebrates. There are also
several small cavelets and crevices populated by sweepers and soldier fish. The reef top,
above 10m; is home to lots of anemones.

Tongo Point: The reef top has fields of leather corals which slopes into masses of soft corals
with lots of fire hydroids. Further down are crevices and overhangs populated by surgeons,
Moorish idols and a profusion of tiny reef fishes.



Siguijor HELL

HOUSEREEF

It is just in front of the Dive Center. It gently slopes from 1 to 2 meters with seagrass
and coral blocks then at 12 meters it has a steeper slope with white sand to 35 meters
to a large coral block. There you will see lionfish, blue spotted rays, cuttle fish maybe
a few harlekin ghost pipefish. An excellent location for scuba diving and open water
training in sandy areas.

SANCTUARY

It is just to the east side of the dive center. There, its like large volcanic rock fingers
reaching out from the shore. You always want to know what is around the next corner.
There you can see a large school of small barracuda, lionfish, nudi branches of many
colors, razor fish, clown fish, groupers, and sometimes a sea turtle. All this from 12m
to 24m.

LALA-O, SUNKEN ISLAND

This is not even on the charts but you will see lots of fish there. It's 10 min. west of
the dive center and it starts at 11 meters and slopes seaward to 16 meters. The depth
is beyond 40 meters but if planned well you can make two spirals around it and see
everything there. You can see big schools unicorn fish, hunting tunas in the middle of
clouds of anchovies, sometimes large barracudas, rays, sea snakes and turtles.

PALITON CAVE

The wall starts at 7 meters and drops down to 35 meters were you will find a cave.
Sometimes you will see groupers and copper sweepers there. Along the wall there are
eels, nudi branches, lion fish, sea snakes and scorpion fish. Sometimes at the top of
the wall you may see large barracudas.

PALITON WALL

On the far west end of Paliton is a spectacular wall of nudi branches, flatworms, eels,
scorpion fish, lionfish and large fan corals. You can dive between 20 to 30 meters here
and see everything above and below you. Quite often you can find ribbon eels.



B, o h o |

http //www seasky 1nfo

Bohol is the tenth largest island in the whole Philippine archipelago and lies at the very heart of Visayas.
It is famous for its crystal springs, white-sand beaches, ancestral homes and ancient churches. Along
its coastline are several islets such as Panglao, Cabilao, Jao, Balicasag, Mahanay, and Lapinin which all
offer excellent marine life. The Chocolate Hills are just one of the many wonders of the province. Bohol

is also the home to the smallest monkey in the world, arsier? These gentle mammals can normally
found in the hills of Corella.

There are a number of spots that offer excellent diving. Balicasag, long known for its exotic seashells,
(the natives net-fish the deeper waters for rare specimens), and its cascading coral walls is considered
one of the best dive spots in the country. The waters off Pamilacan Island teem with schools of tuna,
snappers, groupers, mackerel and surgeonfish. Dolphins and pilot whales can also be viewed from the
distance

Dive Sites in Bohol
ARCO POINT

Only 2km away from Alona Beach, this dive has a school of seasnakes and a tunnel to dive through,
starting at 8m down to 18m. The site is covered with soft corals with a school of glas fishes, moray eels,
snake eels and frogfishes. It is a great spot for beginners as well as for experienced divers. Sometimes
there is alittle current along the drop-off.

CABILAO ISLAND

A small island of Lo-on, Bohol. It is .1 hour 20 minutes boat ride by banca from Mactan Island; Cebu.
Diving in the area is centered in front of the light house. It is a straight wall dive with the bottom at
160-200 feet. In-front of the light house is a double ledge at 90-100 feet, where strong current is not
uncommon. Schools of barracuda, moorish idols and jacks are a ‘common sites. Approaching the second
ledge from the south, where the current usually goes, it meets the outwards currents as you approach
the ledge near the point. Divers usually see big pelagic, beautiful soft corals of all different colours and
flashlight fish in the crevices. But reserve all your energy for the eel gardens and the shoal of
Hammerhead sharks usually seen when the current is-very strong and the water:colder.

PANGLAO ISLAND

The north and western section of the reef are noteworthy, with a reef platform that is relatively narrow
and shallow (15-20 feet) that has an edge terminating into perpendicular submarine cliffs, plunging
down to depths 100-170 feet. The reef is thickly covered with hard and soft corals, branching table,
sacrophyton and lobophyton varieties. Near the cliff are schools of tuna, mackerel and surgeonfish. At
90 to 100 feet depths are big snappers, groupers, and an occasional black-tip sharks. Farther seawards
are schools of dolphins and pilot whales.

BALICASAG ISLAND

A sandy shell coral line beach surrounds the island, which in turn; is fringed by a narrow reef shelf, 30
to 165 feet wide. The shelf, which is 15-25 feet deep, terminates into a perpendicular underwater down
to depths beyond 250 feet on the north and northwest face of the reef, the top of the submarine cliffs
are covered with the hard coral while lower levels are covered with sponges and gorgonians. A thriving
fish community is found around the cliff area. Here, jacks, mackerel and barracudas are seen in
abundance. On the south and southwest portions of the shelf are wider and grades down to 60-70 feet .
The slope is covered with wide patches of hard ‘and soft coral. The submarine cliffs are indented with
caves and overhangs where large groupers, napoleon wrasses and snappers hide.

PAMILACAN ISLAND

Located in the eastern side from Panglao Island, the island has strong currents which is great for drift
diving. The island has a gradual slope of white sands and isolated corals but is known for its big
Napoleon wrasse and large pelagic fishes.

CERVERA SHOAL

This site is 15 minutes ride by banca from Pamilacan Island, this area has an abundance of corals and
is famous for its sea snakes and different colors of frog fish.

DOLJO BEACH

There are several dive sites at Doljo Beach. For example, Fan Coral Garden and Hammerhead Point.



These are on the north side of Panglao, approximately 40 minutes away by boat from Alona Beach. A
great drop off suitable for deep dives. Huge fan corals, elephant sponges and mostly good visibility
makes the dives here unforgetable. You can often see giant frogfishes.

DULJO POINT

This is the furthest most tip of Panglao Island. The dive site is a long 80 feet wall stretch from Napaling
to the tip most of Duljo, facing Tagbilaran City. Diving is very good especially during the south monsoon
winds because of its strategic location. Just recently, a school of hammerhead sharks have been sited in
the area.

HOUSEREEF

The housereef at Alona Beach is the Housereef. It slopes down to 20m and is good for training, night
and orientation dives. Different soft and hard corals, lipfishes, butterfly fishes and doctor fishes can be
spotted.

OTHER ACTIVITIES

An early Spanish settlement, the province of Bohol is home to a number of 17th and 18th century
churches: There are charming tree-lined plazas and old ancestral houses. Visit the Bohol museum in
Tagbilaran, the Punta Cruz Watch Tower in Maribojoc, the Baclayon church, and the marker in Barrio
Bool commemorating the first peace treaty between Filipinos and the colonizing Spaniards'in 1565.

A must also'is to go on an enchanting river tour. Bohol has four (4) major rivers, Inabanga and Ipil in
the north'and Loboc and Abatan down south. From Busay Falls; cruise down Loboc River in'a
pumpboat. Travel through the seaside towns of Loboc, Loay and Bilar. On board partake in'a hearty
lunch of fresh:lapu-lapu (grouper), shrimp, and squid to the tune of strumming guitars.

Bohol's numerous hills, valleys-and plateaus are ideal for hiking and cycling. In Bilar, a three-kilometer
man-made forest is sanctuary to the province's endangered species including the tarsier, the world's
smallest monkey. The trip would not be over without visiting the world's famous Chocolate Hills.
Consisting of 1,268 grassy hills with- elevations ranging from 40 to 120 meters. It'is truly a wonder of
nature. The hills'are considered a Philippine National Geological Monument. During the summer, the
dome-shaped, grass-covered limestone hills dry up and turn brown, transforming the area into rows
and rows of chocolate mounds. Additional attraction will be the Hinagdanan Cave, a-symphony of
stalactites and stalagmites jutting out of the earth. A swimsuit would be appropriate for a dip in the cool
spring waters of this cave that filters in shafts of sunlight.

TRAVEL BRIEF
From Manila, Asian Spirit flies direct to Tagbilaran airport or passengers can take the domestic flight to
Cebu then catch a connecting fast ferry to Tagbilaran City, the capital of Bohol.

Malapascua Is.
Cebu

BHLIPHERS

Puerto Galera
Mindoro

Moalboal, Cebu -

Dumaguete
Negros Oriental

Siquijor

Alona Beach
Bohol

Cabilao Island
Bohol
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Panglao Island

Bohol can be reached by daily ferry
from Cebu and Negros. Panglao lies to the
southern part of Bohol. Alona beach can be
reached in about 40 min. by car or taxi from
the main city Tagbilaran.

1. Alona Beach, sanctuary: 5 min. by boat
from Alona beach. Shallow dive (max. 25m) on
a wall with many vertical cuts. Anemones and
multicolored corals teeming with life. Small
fish, scorpionfish, frogfish and nudibranchs.
Seasnakes can be found in sandy areas. Best
place for a night dive.

2. Kalipayan: 10 min. by boat from Alona
beach. Shallow dive (max. 25 m) on a wall,
some sandy areas. Beautiful corals, batfish,
lionfish and a variety of colorful nudibranchs.
We also nearly always found a pair of robust
ghostpipefish in the sandy area and for a
while two large stonefish in the deeper part.
Also good for night dives.

3. Bohol Beach Club (BBC): 15 min. by boat
from Alona beach. Shallow dive (max. 25 m)
on a wall. Sandy area on the bottom. There is
a small cave here with a school of
cardinalfishes inside. There is a hole in the
roof and the light inside is beautiful. Last time
I was there, there were 2 dwarf frogfish, but
they have since disappeared. I also found
some very nice flatworms and nudibranchs in
the cave. This time (2000)1 found_a baby
frogfish hiding among some tubeworms. Go
there, when there is no other group of divers
around, so you can explore it in peace. At the
entrance there are as much as four moray
eels and snake eels. Some divers feed them, so they like to leave their burrow and even swim around
freely.

4. Doljo Beach: 40min. by boat from Alona beach. This site is visited during strong Habagat-wind
(south-west-wind) because it is:more sheltered. If you jump in at the right place, this is a great dive. Ask
them to drop you on the steep slope over the gorgonians (at'35m), they are huge and numerous. Then

go up relatively quickly to the reef top and around 15 to 10 m there are yellowish-green sponges. I think,
we looked about in every single one and actually found two giant frogfish. Perfectly camouflaged, they

sit in these sponges and wait for their food to come to them: One of them was yellow, the other black. If
you are lucky you might also see a shark in'the deeper-areas.

5. Napaling: 30 min. by boat. Dive on a wall. On the wall are huge gorgonian fans and black coral
growing. Sometimes schools of barracudas or-jackfish. On the edge of the reef there are table: corals with
a lot of small fish, moray eels and seakraits.

6. Puntod: 30 min. by boat from Alona beach. Steep wall with gorgonians and soft coral. Mackerels;
squids sometimes snakes.

Balicasag Island

Balicasag lies to the south of Panglao, 30 min. by boat from Alona beach. There are several very nice
dive sites around theis small island:

7. Black forest: Slight slope. It isa very nice dive site with black coral bushes (they are actually light
green to yellow). You might meet the resident solitary Napoleon and if you are lucky the large school of
mackerels or barracudas. Actually on one dive we encountered the mackerels three times, the school



moved away to the open ocean several times, but appeared again. The reef-edge is also especially rich in
small fish.

8. Balicasag Marine Sanctuary: Steep wall. This site is located on the western side of the island.
Schools of jackfish accompany you on your dive, groupers swim below.

9. Heaven: Steep wall, mostly drift-dives. This place has very nice coral and a cathedral-like cave.
Sometimes you can see turtles, sharks and Napoleon wrasse.

Balicasag Island w
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Cabilao Island

Cabilao lies in the Cebu Straits. There are two resorts at Cabilao, but only one, La estrella is nice. There
are two dive operators on the island: Sea Explorers and Polaris. Many dive operators from Alona beach
and from Cebu make day trips to Cabilao (2 hrs. by boat from Alona). Though if you want to see special
animals like pegasus, seahorses or stargazers you have to stay on the island and make a night dive.

10. Lighthouse: Wall down to 25m, then a
plateau at 30m, followed by another wall.
Strong currents possible. In winter (Dec. to
April) hammerheads and white-tipped
reefsharks are possible. In summer they are
sometimes seen in deeper areas. Barracuda
and jackfish schools. We stayed over a week
at Cabilao and enjoyed it immensely. The
diveguide Bobet finds all kinds of strange
critters: ghostpipefish, pegasus, interesting
crabs, seahorses and nudibranchs. Ans ask
him to find the pygmy seahorses
(Hippocampus bargibanti) for you that live on
gorgonian sea fan (Muricella paraplectana)!
Make a night dive, it's a special experience!
We found devilfish and stonefish a plenty and
two stargazer hiding in the sand. Bobet fed a
fish to a huge mantis shrimp and it came out
of its'tunnel to catch his prey.

11. Cambakis Point (Cambaquiz). This is'a
very nice dive justin front of the village. Wall
down to:30m with a small cave. I liked the
sandy part in:between the reefs where we
found a double-ended and an ornate pipefish:
My dive buddy liked the last part best, where
we saw a huge school of fish below us:

South point: Steep wall covered with hard
and soft corals' and many sponges. Large
table corals at the reef top. Really beautiful
landscape, especially at the top!

Mangrove dive: | wanted tolook at the
animals that live in the water under
mangrove trees . We asked Sea Explorers and
they organized a trip to close by Sandigan. We
did some diving and snorkeling in the
mangroves and found many interesting
animals.

Pamilacan Island

12. Pamilacan: 60 min. by boat. Pamilacan island is often combined with Snake island. Plan a deep
dive (35m) with deco (we had 8min on 3m!). Last summer we swam out over an edge (with beautiful soft
corals) that falls down to perhaps 50m and out until we saw five huge Napoleon fishes. I have never
seen so many together and was very impressed, so we stayed for some time and tried to swim closer.
They didn't seem to mind much, but my computer started to beep - deco time! On the way up we also
saw large Spanish mackerels.

13. Snake Island: 40-50 min. by boat from Alona beach. Strong currents. This is a sunken island on
about 18m south of Pamilacan, covered with corals. This dive site lies in the middle of the ocean and
usually there is a very strong current. Plan your dive, jump in
on the side the current comes from and then sweep over the
plateau with it. We saw 8 snakes in total and - as a big surprise
- a thresher shark (shark with a huge, long tail) on the edge of
the plateau! Great place. As the name suggests, many banded
seakraits can be seen.

http //www.seasky.lnfo



Alona Beach is located in the south of Panglao Island. Panglao itself is south west of
Bohol. Alona Beach is a famous holiday destination in the Philippines, particularly for
divers who are lured here by the spectacular dive sites.

Dive Sites around Alona Beach

HOUSEREEF

The housereef at Alona Beach is the Housereef. It slopes down to
20m and is good for training, night and orientation dives. Different
soft and hard corals, lipfishes, butterfly fishes and doctor fishes can
be spotted.

" ARCO POINT

Only 2km away from Alona Beach, this dive has a school of seasnakes
and a tunnel to dive through; starting at 8m down to '18m. The site is
covered with soft corals with a school of glas fishes, moray eels, snake
eels and frogfishes. It is a'great spot for beginners as well as for

=¥ experienced divers: Sometimes there is a little current along the drop-off.

DOLJO BEACH

There are several dive sites at Doljo Beach. For example, Fan Coral
Garden and Hammerhead Point. These are on:the north side of
Panglao, approximately 40 minutes -away by boat from Alona Beach:. A
great drop. off suitable for deep dives. Huge fan corals, elephant
sponges and mostly good visibility makes the dives here unforgetable.
You can often see giant frogfishes.

4

PAMILACAN

Pamilacan island is 40 minutes boatride from Alona Beach. The spot is excellent for
drift dives. A large coral garden at approx. 20m, the dive sites sometimes have
strong currents - the site is good for experienced divers. If you are lucky you will
see manta rays or whalesharks.

BALICASAG

Balicasag island has some of the best dive sites in the area. Sites include
Marine Sanctuary, the famous Black Forest and Diver's Heaven. Black
Forrest gets its name from the huge black corals. Sites here are wall dives
going down to 40m. You can reach the island in 40 minutes by boat. There
are schools of jack fishes, groupers, barracudas, turtles, sponges,
anemones, soft and hard corals. The spot

Sightseeing around Panglao

Visit the unique Chocolate Hills on Bohol.

L i

¢ Look for the tarsier in Bohol's nature.
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Cabilao is a small island west of Bohol

Dive Sites around Cabilao

SHARK VIEW POINT

The plateau in 30m depth is located on the corner of the island and
there is always a little bit current. The sand bottom is full of broccoli
corals. Sometimes big fishes show up here like white- and black tipped
reef sharks, schools of barracudas or jackfishes. Here lives the Pygmy
seahorse and the Thorny seahorse as well. On the bottom are ghost
pipefishes to see and many different nudibranches.

LIGHTHOUSE

Next to the Shark View Point is a slope covered with seagras and corals
going down to 20m depth. This highlight for under water photographers
has a really great variety of marine life like devilfish, stonefish, leaf fish,
ghost pipefish, harlequin ghost pipefish, seamoth, stargazer, crocodile
snake-eel, sea snake, harlequin shrimp, mantis shrimp. You shouldn't

. 'miss a nightdive at this great dive spot.

GORGONIA WALL

This dive site goes around 100m parallel to the shore, the wall starts-at Sm and
ends at approximately 60m depth: The wall is'completely covered with different
kind of corals and contains many small caves and overhangings. There are still
really big Gorgonias. Plenty of coral fish in all colors are always to see. Sometimes
big napoelan wrasse; rare nudibranches and also frogfishes can be spotted. This
easy shore dive is especially recommended for afternoon dives.

| SOUTHTIP

At the south tip of the island is'a wall with:lots of caves and
overhangings. It is completely covered with corals and goes from 5Sm
down to around 60m depth. Spectacular-are the coral formations in the
depth between 5and 12m: It is really visible, how the corals are fighting
for the light. Uncountable coral fishes are always around as well as
schools of jack fishes. The dive spot is:also:good for beginners. We
recommend to dive here in the afternoon because the sunlightis meeting
the corals straight on.

FALLEN TREE & TALISAY TREE

On the north-west side of the island, a slope falls gradually down from
the shore to 18m where a wall starts and goes down to approximately
S0m depth. Here you can meet the schools of big barracudas, also
frogfishes and rare nudibranches. Sometimes a turtle or a white tipped
reefshark can be spotted. Diving here is also recommended for drift
diving.

CAMBAQUIZ

This wall in the north-east tip of the island goes from 10m down to
about 70m depth. In some of the many caves are not seldom baby
sharks to find. The spot is rich on fish and quite often are also turtles
to see. In 30m depth is a bigger cave where you can dive. A slope is
located on the east-side of the wall which falls smoothly down.




%*a @ f%’}j?{ﬁ‘?@ @ A4 H Pioneer ﬁ?ﬁ[@ﬁfj http://www. pioneerdiver. com/

FPRRLIE ] B < NI I 2 2R A AN AR 5
S8+ PR - OB 5 IO B B 1P ESA B R R - A A
v B S 9 PR -

B TR o SIS BRI, i AR - URREE - BT - St (ORIGIA AR RIIARICR » S T AR )

8T PR ORI Y (R BTN S W AL T
 FUPTIBITE A I - S R O SRR AR g

BIRE SV G0 ] 2 ORI o & T D 2 IV AT O < Y iR
VT LSRR EE 5P T RO P R R R

DULJO POINT  # % ¥
AR Pk X BRI - RIS A SRS P o PN ) Ty R R
BEL20 K o 5T R B IR T o R A frbmﬁﬁwtﬁ#rf/mlﬁﬂ“ﬁfiﬁ‘u@gi’ﬁ?t%‘ff‘iﬁéj'lzkﬁfjo

TANGNAN AND NAPACING £/ A= [
zﬁ[@l b R NS IREA 35 2 RURE  E R Aok > BRSNS T RN RO
FU i PO TR - Ewu%*’ T E AR [ O -

BIKING =i
SRR R P R SRR 16 2 N - I3~ BRI - AR A ) E U

L -

ARCO POINT
I EERCRLIE R YA R 20 2 NRDE T - 10 2 NIRRT S AR - a8 B RV TE
z‘.‘lpIF ?ﬁ

ALONA BEACH [ f&1)] s
FERRT I E R S AN - ?ziiﬁﬁlfwi’f’ﬂ%ﬁ

SPACHETTI SHOAL ERE Y EIFF H*
ﬂ%wrﬁﬁyﬁﬁﬁrfa;a@f%ﬂuwﬁ%ngﬁﬁfgaﬁm%m#-’@@Wﬁﬁag@ﬁ§@\@ﬁ1~@mﬂ@mﬁmo

PAMILACAN ISLAND - f $# K,

L EL UL OB AL PSR SR R AT - L
PR T AT IR T 7 T i LT

BALICASAG ISLAND =1 o[ b (V% B 2 i (R8T
A BURLETA 2 gl WG ’?Z‘”Fﬁ“ﬁliﬁ"»{@ > PRSP U« I EEGGE 50 7 R E 4t AT (R
e é‘rﬂj CFARE NG AL B PO CRANAAR RIS - AT R e

CABILAO ISLAND - F4P R E)
ri*ET“ﬁBn‘ﬂ PR RLR B e uff Zip|THON ~f:'5:’v?[f[lﬂﬁl"" ° ﬁf‘ﬁifﬁﬂéi‘?pﬁ’iﬂﬁr’# BT f - T g ﬂﬂ?ff A
HREL e AR LR G A Mgﬁ ﬁ B R SRR | ”



Malapascua Is.

Mindoro

Moalboal, Cebu -

Dumaguete
Negros Oriental

Siquijor

Alona Beach
Bohol :

Cabilao Island
Bohol '

FPhoto by Yu-Kuang CHUNG




