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Similan Islands .
12.Southeast point (D 18m~40m, V 18m~25m)

13.Corol garden (D 6m~18m, V 12m~25m)
14.Shark fin reef (D 9m~40m, V 18m~25m)

* D: Depth
- * V: Visibility

81
Koh Huyong % 12

35 8o
S

o
73 29

i R

46
www.seasky.info

84



Sinienilclindgs 15. Bird rock (D 18m~40m, V 18m~25m)
" By sonsuns 16. Stonehenge (D 18m~37m, V 18m~25m)
R %'} 17. Honeymoon bay (D 5m~22m, V 18m~25m)

18. Esatern front (D 12m~34m, V 18m~25m)

Hin Pousar B -

19. Batfish bend (D 9m~20m, V 18m~25m)
20. Morning edge (D 6m~34m, V 18m~25m)
21. Deep six (D12m~40m, V 18m~25m)
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Similan Islands 22.Elephant rock (D 12m~37m, V 18m~25m)

.% 23.Elephant pinnacle (D 18m~43m, V 18m~25m)
. >N 24 .Beacon point (D 6m~37m, V 18m~25m)
No. Koh Simn % . 25.Becacon beach (D 6m~34m, V 18m~25m)

26.Turtle gully (D 9m~18m, 12m~18m)

2'7.Turtle rock (D 12m~28m, V 18m~25m)

. 28.Campbell’s bay (D 9m~25m, V 18m~25m)

Bes Lo ensmEn 09 Ashley’s choice (D 12m~37m, V 18m~25m)

| 30.Fantasea reff (D12m~40m, V 18m~25m)
31.Christmas point (D 9m~37m, V 18m~25m)

\ o 32. Mooring (D 9m~25m, V 18m~25m)

= u@m\{_“& 33.Snapper ally (D 12m~34m, V 18m~25m)
No. 1 Koh Huyong Qb .
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No. 3 Koh Payan

34.Wrong place (D 9m~28m, V 18m~25m)
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9. Koh Tachai, South ridge
(D 18m~34m, V 18m~25m)

10.Koh bon, West ridge
(D 18m~40m, V 18m~25m)

11. Koh bon, Corol gardens
(D 12m~25m, V 18m~25m)

SRR

66 |

oo

Koh Tachai ?

SRR

Koh Bon

65

Koh Bon (<

10



| . wex _- 1. HQ bay (D 5m~26m, V 9m~18m)
,Q_GR 2. Souutheast point (D 5m~26m, V 9m-~18m)

it 7| iy 3.Castle rock (D 12m-~ 25m, V 9m~ 25m)
0. “* 4 Stork island (D 9m~22m, V 12m~25m)
iaiad = " S5.Hin kong (D 6m~23m, V 9m~22m)
-:qb-‘ 6. Turtle ledge (D 5m~25m, V 9m~18m)
T@_‘ — 7.South point (D 12m-~26m, V 9m~25m)
- 8. Richelieu rock (D 6m~25m, V 18m~25m)
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The Andaman Islands

By John Williams - Photographs by Ashley J. Boyd

A part of India, the Andaman Islands are one of the world s newest diving destinations and have
yet to be properly explored for diving. After a 50 year period of virtual isolation from the
outside world the Indian government has made a decision to allow limited, environmentally conscious
tourism development in the islands. The Andaman’ s modern history began as a British penal colony for
Indian radical elements. During WWII it was occupied by a small Japanese force. Once India gained
its independence from Britain, India initiated a limited colonization program and at the same time,
committed itself to protecting the island’ s aboriginal population and its natural environment

On the surrounding islands live some of the last stone—age peoples on the earth. One tribe, the
Sentinelese, are isolated on their own tiny tropical island, North Sentinel, and no visitors are
allowed; no camera crews, no journalists, no scientists, and no researchers. Contact has been
attempted only a few times by the Indian government and the locals have made it rather clear-by
throwing primitive spears and shooting arrows at the party—that they do not want to be disturbed

The islands have no modern fishing fleet and commercial fishing licenses are granted to foreign
operators only on an extremely limited basis. Thus, the waters surrounding the islands are simply
full of fish that have never been disturbed by modern man. And, since the islands only opened
recently, most of the off-shore diving areas have been dived by less than 50 people. Although in many
of the near shore areas the visibility is limited, the off-shore islands such as Passage Island
Barren Island, and Narcondam are rich in marine life-huge fish, sharks, manta rays, unbelievable

o0 Rk R

e www seasky.info

coral growth—and are blessed with crystal-clear water.

About 70 kilometers to the South of Port Blair, the
capital and main port of the Andamans, Passage Island
features an offshore pinnacle—appropriately named Fish Rock-—

where two—meter long dog—toothed tuna compete with sharks for

food. Groupers larger than most men cruise the reef unafraid
of divers. Large eagle rays patrol the plankton rich waters completely at ease in the strong currents

The active volcano Barren Island, almost 20 hours cruising Northeast of Port Blair, last
erupted in January of 1994. The eruption covered almost everything underwater and above with a thick
layer of black sand, creating an unusual landscape to explore. Although most of the coral was killed
by this layer of sand, tunas and sharks swim along its black walls, which plunge to over 500 metres
Hammerhead sharks have been seen here. Visibility can exceed 50 metres, and even though there is not
much coral left, the contrasting vivid colors of bright fish against the jet—black walls is almost
psychedelic. The most fantastic spot in the Andaman Sea is an extinct volcano located another 160
kilometers North of Barren Island. Walls drop to over 500 metres here as well-just off the shoreline-
but the difference is that here everything is alive and healthy. This is truly a diver’ s paradise

Imagine four—metre tall barrel sponges. Fans twice as large as they are in the Similan Islands
Monstrous dog-toothed tuna—-one animal we saw was almost three metres long. The best part of our first
trip to the area was the herds of manta rays that visited us on every dive—both in shallow and deep
water. In four days we saw at least 50 mantas—no kidding, and we snorkeled with three groups of 12
feeding animals for over two hours ou first day there. The Andamans are certainly not for everyone
It requires spending long periods of time on the boat and traveling almost every night in order to
get to the best spots. However, for those interested in the best of frontier diving, this is it

Reef type: Fringing reef, deep walls, coral gardens—-you name it
Access: Lengthy live—aboard trips from Phuket, one, possibly two dive centers in Port Blair
offering local trips and instruction
Visibility: Variable from 3-50 metres
Current: Variable, often strong
Coral: Average to unbelievable
Fish: Unusual and prolific, very big
Highlights: Deep vertical walls, big sharks, lots of manta rays, active
volcano, very clear water, lots and lots of big fish
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Live-aboards - Similan Islands

The Similan Islands are a group of nine virtually uninhabited tropic islands lying approximately
80 kilometres (50 miles) northwest of Phuket. The group has been declared a marine national park, and
increasing efforts are being made to keep them in their currently pristine condition. The islands include some
of the best dive sites in Thailand.

The possibilities range from touring coral gardens to adventurous drift diving in strong currents.
In the judgement of Asia Magazine (October 18-20, 1991): "Every diver has particular favorites, but few
would dispute that the Similans... are one of the best. The visibility tops 100 feet between the November-
April peak season, revealing a wonder world among the giant granite coral-coated boulders stacked one atop
the other to depths of 90 feet and more." Koh Huyong, the southernmost island of the Similan group offers a
magnificent coral garden in 7-14m (23-46ft) of clear waters. This site frequently has over 30m (98ft)
visibility, only slight currents and is considered a very safe site.

An extensive reef runs off another of the southern islands and provides at least 4 different dive
sites. One bottoms out at 25m (82ft) and has many large rocks which provide a most interesting contour;
many large schools of fish inhabit the area. Another part of the reef has an excellent 20m (65ft) dive, with a
lot of small lava type rocks which provide a home for colorful anemones, hydroids and soft coral as well as
moray eels and red grouper. The visibility is seldom less than
30m (98ft) and frequently more. There is often a strong current
here, a good site for drift dives.

The central island of the group, Koh Miang, is the
only island that is inhabited. There is also a number of excellent
dive sites around this and the small adjoining island, including
one that features a jumble of huge boulders with many interesting swim-throughs and caves. This dive often
has a strong surge, which attracts a large variety of marine life. Small whitetip sharks, rays, snappers and
turtles are just a few
of the species of marine life encountered at this site.

An excellent night-dive site lies just around the corner and close to a safe overnight anchorage
and a beautiful white-sand beach. The coral drops off to 10m-20m (33-66ft), and the almost complete
absence of currents makes it ideal for night dives. Lobster and large red crabs are commonly seen here.

Hin Pousar, or Elephant Rock, is one of the best-known dive locations in the area. It offers at
least three excellent sites and, again, the dramatic and varied underwater topography makes for great diving.
Anemones and coral provide a kaleidoscope of reds, yellows, blues and browns. Large rays, tuna and
barracuda are commonly encountered.

Farther to the north lies an off-shore reef that comes up to within 8m (26ft) of the surface and
drops off to over 35m (114ft). More passages, overhangs and chimneys provide a site that will appeal to
even the most experienced diver. Two large sea cod and a huge resident moray eel add are among the many
attractions of this site. Seldom is the visibility less than 25m (82ft) and it's usually even better. These are
only a few of the many dive sites available in the Similan archipelago. Each island provides its own special
sites and there is something to be found to interest both the novice diver and the much travelled diver.

Diving tours of the Similans generally range from 3-5 days, though these islands are also a
standard feature of 7- to 10-day cruises that include other attractions such as the Burma Banks, the Surin
Islands, Richelieu Rock, Koh Tachai and Koh Bon.

Note: With new fast boats in the area, one-day Similan dive trips from Phuket are now also possible.
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Koh Bon, Koh Tachai and Richelieu Rock

By John Williams

North of the Similans lies Koh Bon, Koh Tachai, the Surin Islands, and Richelieu Rock. All of these
areas offer world-class diving that differs from the Similans and should be part of your itinerary when you
visit the area.

Koh Bon: The Perforated Island

Koh Bon is located about 20 kilometres North of island #9 and features one of the only vertical walls
in Thailand. The dive site is on the South-western point and consists of a 33 metre wall facing the small
cove, and a step-down ridge that carries on to depths of over 45 metres. Leopard sharks are common on
the ridge and on the sandy flats below the wall. Although the soft corals are not as high-profile as they are
in the Similans, the colours of the corals are radically different and include shades of turquoise, yellow
and blue, besides the more common pinks and purples. Koh Bon is one of the better places to see manta
rays, especially towards the end of the season when there is more plankton in the water.

Koh Tachai
Twenty-five kilometres North of Koh Bon, Koh Tachai has an offshore underwater ridge that runs
perpendicular to the island. This is considered to be one of the finest dives in the Kingdom and is famous
as a place to see not only the more common species of corals, fans and tropical fish, but larger animals
such as rays, leopard sharks, nurse sharks and hawks bill turtles. Whale sharks make an appearance on a
regular basis. Tachai also boasts a breathtaking sandy beach on its North-eastern shore; a great place to
hang out and feel like Robinson Crusoe.

Surin: Richelieu Rock
The Surin Islands, although visited by several dive operators from Phuket, are more appropriately
famous for their beautiful coves, bays and dense jungle than they are for their diving. Spending a few
idyllic days on a sail boat or other yacht here are the stuff
dreams of paradise are made of yet the serious diver will be
bored easily after a few dives because of the generally poor
visibility and lack of fish.

Surin's ace card, however, is a small submerged rock
about 18 kilometres East of Surin. Richelieu Rock, just exposed at the lowest of tides-thus a navigational
hazard for those boats not equipped with a GPS navigation system-rates as one of the best places in the
world for swimming with our gentle giant, the whale shark. Encounters with these fish-the largest of all fish-
are rare almost any place in the world. But for some reason, Richelieu attracts more than its fair share.
Swimming with such a large animal, known to grow to lengths of 20 metres or more, has to be a high point
for any diver. Sightings occur 50-70 percent of the time, depending on the time of year. Generally, February,
March and April are the best times for a visit. The big difference between diving here and other areas that
are famous for whale sharks, such as Western Australia, is that we don't need spotter planes as the sharks
cruise around the rock, and the visibility is normally excellent. Who knows why they are here, but the sharks
aren't around because of plankton blooms like in Australia. Thus, clear water.

Reef type: Walls, ridges, pinnacles, boulders

Access: Live-aboard boat only

Visibility: Great, from 15-30 metres

Current: Variable, often strong

Coral: Excellent, especially soft corals

Fish: Fantastic large and small

Highlights: Whale sharks, guitar sharks, soft corals in a rainbow of colours, schooling pelagic fish.
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5%, wm&, % A A |Sawaddi ($9 * % f£"Sawaddi krap"$F+ 4 % f£ "Sawaddi ka".) 1 Nung
L4 e k% khun 92 Song
i chai 3  |Sam
S Mai/ Plao 4 Si
{5 43 eg ? Khun sa bai di ru? 5 |Ha
dF, B Sa bai di, Khopkhun 6 |Hok
EUEY Khopkhun 7 Chet
NEF Chan cha pai 8 Paet
B UE? Khun tong kan tao rai? 9 |Kao
FRF 3TATY Lot ra-kha noi dai mai? 10 |[Sip
s %7 Mak pai 11 |[Sip-et
SR Phaeng pai 12 |Sip-song
1 fReg? Kao chai mai? 13 |Sip-sam
NI Chan mai kao chai 14 |Sip-si
el - 2k Prot put cha-cha
* -% Mai phaeng 19 |Sip-kao
*, X7 Chan mai pai 20 |Yi-sip
R k- B Prot khap cha-cha 91 |Yi-sip-et
el Prot ra-wang 929  |Yi-sip-song
+ #E Lieo khwa
z i Lieo sai 25  |Yi-sip-ha
T3 (FE) Khap trong pai
- gk Cha-cha 30 |Sam-sip
iz Yut 40 |Si-sip
7 4= Kho thot 50 |Ha-si
Ry Ho hai duai 60 |Hok-sip
ENRLE 8 7y Chan sia chai 70 |Chet-sip
{4 Di mak 80 |Paet-sip
* W Mai di 90 |Kao-sip
AAF F Chok di 100 |Nung-Roi
G Karuna/ Prot
400 [Si-Roi
600 |Hok-Roi
1000 |Nung-Phan
10000 |Nung-Mun




